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Report in a truthful manner 
based on neutral reporting of 
objective facts.







Realists favour a correspondence 
theory - “true” beliefs fit in with 

the world as it really is.

Constructivists believe truth 
and objective knowledge are 
constructed by us.



Partisan truth and 
“matters of fact”

Modern news press 
emergence

Claimed impartial 
truth but usually 
supported the state

Birth of the term 
“matter of fact”

17th Century 18th Century 19th Century 1900-1960s 1960s+

Epistemology for 
public engagement

Communication of 
the public sphere

Becoming the 
“fourth estate”

Libertarian ideals of 
a marketplace of 
opinions

“News for all” – led 
to tabloids

Traditional news 
objectivity

Removal of bias

Strict ethical 
standards

Independence from 
the state

Reduce 
sensationalism

News through a 
sociological lens

Citizen journalism

More value on 
subjectivity

Shift to social 
constructivism



Our senses and perception 
are true to reality.

There is one singular 
truth to be known.



The idea of empirical truth 
can be considered a 
Western notion to impose 
cultural imperialism.

01.

Objectivity cannot exist in 
journalism, as media 
always prioritizes profit 
over ethics.

02.

Objectivity is a myth; 
subjective and crowdsourced 
journalism is best.

03.



What is the nature of 
truth? Is it a Western 
construct?

Philosophical

Journalistic truths only 
reflect the needs of the 
powerful.

Political

The search for journalistic 
truth promotes harmful 
social attitudes.

Social

Common sense realism is 
naïve – the mind 
organizes information.

Conceptual

Journalists aren’t experts 
in what they’re reporting 
on, lacking nuance.

Ignorance

Journalism is overly 
nationalistic and does not 
prioritize global perspectives.

Global



Denying the existence of 
truth undercuts every 
argument, including that 
there is no truth.

01.

Truth is critical to our 
semantic understanding 
of the world.

02.

Now is not the time to start 
challenging the idea that 
truth even exists.

03.



Dependence on partisanship Lack of nuance and balance 
in coverage



Citizens have the right to express what 
they want, even lies, without legal 
accountability.

Freedom of journalists to express what 
they want – within ethical constraints 
and following journalistic values.



“Conduct that presumes an 
openness in communication 
and serves a reasonable 
expectation of forthright 
change”.

-Plaisance, 2008



Making sources and info 
available, passive

Sharing how editorial  
decisions are made, active







Not everything should be 
shared – think about your 
Thanksgiving dinner!

01.

Some information needs 
to be kept private, like 
evidence before a trial.

02.

O’Neill (2002) argued that 
trust and transparency 
are inverses, it cannot 
eliminate deception. 

03.

Hard to be transparent 
about motives or 
processes.

04.

Focus on transparency 
can overload and detract 
from the content.

05.





Legislative Executive Judiciary

Media Citizens



Citizens who criticize the media 
are now being referred to as the 
fifth estate – another branch of 
checks & balances in society.












